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'A LETT ER from a Merchant in Briſtol, touching the Fra 
as it relates tothe Out-ports of Great Britain. 


H E late Petition of the African Company, and their Pretences for an Excluſive Trade, have very much 
allarm'd the City of Briſtol, as it needs mult all the reſt of the trading Sea-Ports of Great Britain; andy 
it ever granted, muſt unavoidably ruin the Plantation-Trade, wherein almoſt all the Navigation of the 
Out- ports is chiefly employ d. 80 | | | 
But the Pretences of your African Company for ſuch their unreaſonable Demands, you ſay, are, that Forts are 
neceſſary to Trade, and that the Trade to Africa cannot he carried on without them. 3s. 
But how can that Argument hold good? Doth not the Coaſt of Africa reach 2000 and odd Leagues? and 
have the Company Forts within Gun-ſhot of each other in that large Trad of Land? Or are not their Forts ſitua- 
ted (all but Gambia) on the Gold-Coaft, which reaches but 50 Leagues; and our Traders affirm, that even on that 
"Coaſt they trade out at Sea, on the Faith of the Natives, at great Diſtance from thoſe Forts, who bring Gold, 
Negroes, & c. from above and below them many Miles? | 3 5 
If Forts are uſeful to Trade, why did not the French keep that of Gambia and Serraleon, when they had them? 


Or why were they ſo ill kept by the Company, as to be taken by open Boats? : "3 
Would not two Ships of War be a much better Protection to the Trade, than Forts without Garriſons, Ge- 
nerals without Souldiers, Guns without Carriages, and Factors without Goods or Honeſty, and but kept juſt in a 
Condition to obſtruct the Trade of the 10 per Cent, Ships? ac ns | 
* Is not Mida a Neutral Port, where all Ships trade, without moleſting one another, under Protection of the 
King, and all their Cargoes put into the Cuſtody of the Natives, being carried up nine Miles within Land to the 
Klages Town : Where is the Want of a Fort here? | 0 3 
Pray what Forts have the Portugueſe and Dutch Inter lopers on the Gold Coaſt ? and yet the former carry off great 
Numbers of Slaves ; the latter almoſt all the Gold on the Coaſt, trading out at Sea entirely on the Faith of the Na- 
Tlves. | | SST 
But then, If they are of no Uſe in Trade, what Uſe are they of? Why truly they muſt be kept by us, or elſe the 
Dutob will get into them, and plague you, they fay, as bad as the Company have done ; ſo that they are hut a 
Plague to T raders at beſt : And tis much the fame thing, I think, to the 10 per Cent. Traders, whether the Dutch 
or the African Company obſt ruct their Trade; which is the Uſe they are like to he of, unleſs the Government can he 
perſwaded to take Care of them, or they be put under the Management of a Regulated Company. | | 
But they argue, you ſay, that Alliances are neceſſary in Trade. What Alliances are made in the other 1950 
Leagues of the Coaſt of Africa, where the Datch rend the Portugueſe, N Engliſh Separate Traders, car- 
ry on a greater Trade far than on the Gold Coaſt? Tis fair Dealing with the Natives, and Juſtice ; and not Alli> 
-ances with one King, to make War on another, that is the Foundation of all Commeice in the World. 75 
What is meant by the Company 


s Complaint of Dearneſs of Negroes on the Coalt ? Are they not purchas'd 
with the Woollen and other Manufactures of this Kingdom? and the more we give, if we can afford it, the more 
Hands are employ'd, and the more Work expended in the making them ; and are not thoſe Goods both worſe 
in Quality, and lower in Price than ever. | F | 32 | 
Bot zoo J. Value in Goods now, will buy as many Negroes as formerly, Iam well aſſured ; 404 1 any Difference 
of Price of Negroes in the Plantations, that muſt wholly be aſcribed to the Accidents of the preſent War; by the 
Difference of Freight and Aſſurance, Delay of Convoys and Captures, not incident in Peace. But ſuppoſe 30 
Shillings worth of Goods might be ſav'd in the Price of each Negro, could that enable the Company fo Tell Negro 
at 16 J. per Head, as is pretended ; when every one, according to their Management, muſt ſtand chem in this War 
at leaſt double that Sum? And do nat the Separate Traders, by means of a Glut, often ſell many Ships Loads of 
EE at from 12. to 16 J. per Head in Peace in the Plantations, and in Exchange for Sugar had bit one Hogſ- 
head of Sugar for a Negro; whereas the Company, when Excluſive, in Peace, uſually had 6 or 7 Hogſheads of 
Sugar for ſuch Negro. : 

And have not the Plantations been well and cheaply ſupply'd with Negroes even this War ; ſo that the Num- 
ber for this laſt Year's Supply, for Jamaica only, would have amounted to near 11000 and odd Negroes (abating 
the Accidents of War) and the uſual Price at Jamaica, Virginia, and Maryland, have been moltly this War, at 
from 18], to 25 J. per Head. And was not Barbados ſupplied with 4 or 5000 Negroes a Year bc-ore the Paper- 
Money was impoſed there? And the Leeward Iſlands well ſupplied too, before the French rook ſome of them, and 
left the Inhabitants neither Goods or Money to buy Negroes with, | 

Whence come the Quantities of Silver and Gold in the Men of War now expected from Jamaica? Doth it not 
moſtly proceed from the Sale of Negroes, carry'd by private Traders to the Spaniards ?. 

But if this Trade is to be lock'd up, what muſt become of the Out- ports of Great Britain, who have little or no 

Trade left, but that to the Plantations, which encreaſes or diminiſhes in Proportion to the Numbers of Negroes 
imported there, which produce the Commodities with which our Ships are uſually loaded, and enables the Plan- 
ters to live well, and purchaſe great Quantities of out Briti/h Commodities. | 

Is not our City of Briſtol, and all other Out- ports of Great Britain, already excluded from the Trade of one 
large Part of the World, of all Aſia, by means of Companies; nay, and excluded even from going thro? the 

L Magellan Streights to Lima, to fetch Gold and Silver (till open d by Act of Parliament laſt Year ſo that the 
French have wholly enjoy d the Benefit of that Trade all this War, without Interruption ; while Oreat Britain 

bath been ſhut out. | 
An Excluſive Trade to Africa, wherein we employ 12 or 14 Ships a Year, is not the only Miſchiefin this Caſe; 
| / but muſt be follow d by the Loſs of all our Freight-Trade from the Plantations, wherein are employed moſt of the 

Ships of the Out- ports of Great Britain, becauſe all Returns made for Negroes muſt unavoidably be brought te 
London, where this Company is intended to be fixed; whereby we ſhall at once be deprived of the Trade of Africa 
and Americs alſo, and only a Part of Europe left us to trade to. 
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Are not we of the Out- ports Fellow - Subjects of Great Britain? Where are our Liberties? Is not Freedom of | 
Trade the greateſt and moſt deſirable Part of Freedom? And are not Monopolies the greateſt Badges of Slave- 
1y, which in the worſt of Times were ſooneſt redreſs'd of all Grievances ? * | 

But who are they that endeavour at this Monopoly? the preſent African Company ; whoſe Bonds go a- begging at 
10 5s. in the Pound; whoſe Predeceſſors broke twice before, which hath been the Fate of moſt of the Companies 
in Europe. Did not the ſhort-liv'd Portugueſe Cochao Company break in 4 Years after their Eſtabliſhment ? Have not 
the Dutch failed? And what Condition are the Brandenburgh and French Companies in at preſent ? 3 
Mluſt the induſtrious Citizens of Briſtol give Place to your Bankrupt, Stock jobbing Companies? Muſt we and 
our Children come to London, to be their Book-Keepers, Servants or Footmen? Or muſt we remove to foreign 
Countries, where we may carry on our Trades with Freedom? | | 

What improves your Lands, and raiſes your Rents about London, but the Improvement of Trade and Manufa- 
tures ? But muſt none but your Lands have any Share in that Happineſs, and enjoy the Trade of the whole World? 
while we of the Out- ports are allowed leſs than one Quarter of it. And what Effects muſt North Britain have of the 
late Union? Would they not quickly ſee the hoped-for Benefit thereof vaniſh into Smoke? 

What hath made Leverpool lately flouriſh ſo much, but the Improvement of the Plantation- Trade by the increaſe 
of the Numbers of Negroes carried thither by Separate Traders, which in Peace will be the Caſe of many other 
Towns, eſpecially of North-Britain! | Ss and ho q 5 

Suppoſe the Gentlemen of Britain were confined to buy all their Horſes by Contract of one Perſon or Company; 
excluſive of all others, at a certain Price; what muſt be the Conſequence ? Why, one ſhould have a lame Horſe, 
one a blind Horſe, another ſhould have a Horſe worth the Money, according to the Intereſt to be made with the | 
Seller; and ſometimes they ſhould have none at all neither, which was the exact Cafe of the Plantations under 
this African Company, when excluſive to all others, in reſpect to their Supply of Negro-Servants. 

But can you find no Remedy to cure this lame Leg ? Theſe Forts which ſerve the African Company to beg with, 
cannot you maintain them (if thought worth while) in a regulated manner, in a Company like that to &Kufſia or 
Turkey.? Or cannot our Government be perſwaded to take care of them as the Portugueſe do theirs ? 1 

Where can be the Difficulty ? If the Money rais'd in 10 Years paſt by the Ten per Cent. Duty appears (as you 
ſay) much more than ſvfficient to that purpoſe, tho three Men had been kept where the Company kept one, pro- 
vided their 4 Generals had been left out. | | | J 

But what mean the clamorous Purchaſers of the Company's Bonds, in deſiring an excluſive African Trade? 
Muſt the Trade of our City, and the reſt of the Out- ports be ruined, that they may gain Cent. per Cent. Profit 
on the ſaid Bonds, which they vainly hop'd will be paid if they are reſtored ? e | 
Lou ſay the Company in their Papers term the Act of Parliament for laying open the Trade to Arira, an Expe- 
riment ; but the Increaſe of the Trade ſhews it one of the beſt that ever was made: And you muſt give me leave 
now to end my Letter, with giving you an Account of an Experiment on the other hand, of an excluſive Company | 
erected in the Year 1693. to trade to Greenland, which tho likely to be one of the moſt beneficial Trades of Great | 
Britain, yet came thereby to be wholly loſt to this Nation, without Redemption (by reaſon the Perſons skilled in 
'that Trade were forced to ſettle in other Countries for want of Imployment at home) and nevet could be recoyer- 
ed ſince. The Snbſtance of the Act for repealing that Company is as follows. 
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Hereas by an Act, &c. for incouraging the Greenland-Fiſhery, a Company was incorporated excluſive to | 
the reſt of her Majeſty's Subjects, Cc. N. =P 

- Notwithtanding which the ſaid Company have of late wholly neglected and loff that Trade to this Ration; any. | 
therefoze foz the enlarging and encouraging the Greenland-Trade : And for the better Ampꝛovement of the ſame 
foz the good of England, it ſhall be lawful foz any of her Pajeſty's Subjets whatever, that ſhall adventure fo 


Greenland foz fiſhing Whales, to have and enjoy all the Privileges that were granted to the ſaid Company by the 


nfozeſaid Ad. 23 
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